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Tunisia has several assets to become a Startup-friendly country at the crossroads
of the Mediterranean, the MENA region and Africa
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An emerging and dynamic Startup ecosystem in Tunisia to be strengthened by a

more favourable regulatory and financing framework

An entrepreneurial dynamic already initiated

Startup Act | 152 labels & 25 pre-labels since March 2019

Description

Several Startups that have already raised more than 1 M USD

Raised funds
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InstaDeep provides
services & solutions to
companies based on
artificial intelligence.

Expensya offers a solution
to automate the
management of company
expense reports.

Enova Robotics designs,
manufactures & markets
mobile robots for the
security, health & logistics
sectors.

nextProtein develops a
large scale & sustainable
insect-based source of
protein.

Polysmart produces an E-
sport video game for PC
platforms.

Note : (*) Pre-labels granted to projects without an existing company. The benefits are only granted once the company has been created, in compliance with the criteria of the label.



The national STARTUP TUNISIA strategy is based on 3 Pillars (STARTUP ACT, STARTUP
CAPITAL & STARTUP ECOSYSTEM) and 4 Enablers

Pillars

Enablers

STARTUP TUNISIA

Making Tunisia a Startup-friendly country at the crossroads of the Mediterranean region, the MENA region and Africa

STARTUP ACT STARTUP CAPITAL STARTUP ECOSYSTEM
A

2 Aunique legal framework designed 2 A new VC financing framework to create 2 A new support framework for Startups
bottom-up with the ecosystem to promote an ecosystem of VC funds with high added and entrepreneurial Hubs.
Startups launched or settled in Tunisia. value for Startups. 2 Startup Ecosystem is divided into 3
2 Aframework including a merit-based 2 Startup Capital is divided into 3 missions to support all stakeholders of the
label and a series of advantages and instruments: (i) a VC Fund of Funds, (ii) a GP ecosystem: (i) Grants allocation, (ii)
incentives for Entrepreneurs, Startups and Incubator and (iii) a Guarantee Program. Animation, and (iii) Connection.

y Investors.

2 Provide a responsive and unique talent pool in the region for Startups and technology companies by designing and
supporting initiatives focused on: (i) the learning of Coding, (ii) best higher education curricula (GE, Ivy League...).

2 Identify high-growth tech sub-sectors where Tunisia has the ability to position itself as global - regional leader and
grow clusters in support of the sectors identified

2 Design and implement local and international market access programs for both Startups and technology companies
and ensure an excellent level of Marketing for Tunisia as a destination.

2 Provide Tunisia with regional physical hubs where Startup ecosystems and innovation can be anchored (Startup
City...) with an inclusive dynamic and rethink existing entities (Technopoles, Cyberparks...).



The STARTUP ACT is structured around a Label and a series of measures aimed at
Entrepreneurs, Investors and Startups

STARTUP ACT MEASURES

I

FOR INVESTORS FOR STARTUPS

FOR ENTREPRENEURS

Key Message

:} Dare to be an Entrepreneur ! :} Seize the opportunity of Startups! :} We support you!
Measures

Startups Allowance Tax relief Startups Digital Portal

Startup Creation Leave Tax Exemption on Capital Gains Corporate Income Tax Exemption

Patenting Investment Instruments Social Charges Exemption

SIVP & Professional Programs Valuation of contributions in kind Special Account in foreign currency

Good Failure (Amicable Liquidation) Guarantee Program Authorized Economic Operator | Customs
Homologation | CERT
The Technology Card




STARTUP TUNISIA objective is to enable the emergence of 1,000+ Startups within 5

years, of which at least one Tunisian Unicorn

Main KPIs for STARTUP TUNISIA within 5 years

1,000

Startup Labels

v

10,000
Jobs created

1B TND
Cumulative
Revenue

v

Source: Task Force Analysis

> On average =200
Startups per year.

> Stock effect in year 1.

> =600 projects reported

as startups (source: TSIndex).

v

> =10 jobs created per
startup on average.

> Gross jobs created over
a cumulative period of 5y.

2 Mostly qualified and
highly qualified jobs.

2 =1M TND Revenue per
startup on average over 5
years (=300 ke€).

S Cumulative turnover
until 2023.

> Mostly from exports.

v

2 Startup valued at more
than 1B USD in 5 years.

> One well-publicized
success story to serve as an
inspirational model to
catalyze change of mindset.



